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HAPPY FALL Y' ALL
THIS FALL IS A GREAT WAY TO BUILD COMMUNICATION
AND ATTEND CLUB MEETINGS WITHIN THE K-FAMILY.
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Kiwanis Family Relations Committee
Welcome Letter

Hello everyone,
I hope you are all doing well and getting ready for the
autumn season! The Kiwanis Family Relations Committee has
been hard at work with creating strong inter-family relations
between the New Jersey District of Key Club International and the
other branches of the Kiwanis Family. We are currently in the
works of planning a big Kiwanis Family Relations Color-Run Event
for the Spring, as well as creating this newsletter we are
presenting to you today! In the future, we plan on preparing for
the Color-Run Event, as well as releasing more issues of our
Kiwanis Family Relations Committee Seasonal Newsletters. We
hope you enjoy this issue of the Kiwanis Family Relations
Newsletter, and we look forward to you learning more about the
Kiwanis Family! If you have any questions about anything
mentioned in this newsletter, please reach out to Chair Matthew
Yuro at ltg11.yuro@njkeyclub.org, or the Kiwanis Family Relations
Committee at kfamcommittee@njkeyclub.org! Thank you!
Yours in caring and service,
The Kiwanis Family Relations Committee

A Message from your Kiwanis Family
Relations Chair, Matthew Yuro
Hello Kiwanis Family!
I hope everyone is doing well and getting excited for the
holiday season ahead of us! My name is Matthew Yuro, and I
am the current Chair of the Kiwanis Family Relations
Committee for the New Jersey District of Key Club International.
I am very excited to be sharing our committee's fall seasonal
newsletter with you all! I hope that while reading our
newsletter, you learn more about the Kiwanis Family, and reach
out to the different branches around your area. If you ever
have any questions about anything related to the Kiwanis
Family Relations, please feel free to reach out to me at
ltg11.yuro@njkeyclub.org. Happy reading!!
Yours in caring and service,
Matthew Yuro

A Message from your Kiwanis Family
Relations Secretary, Renee Procaccini
Howdy K-Fam!
I hope everyone Is having a fun and safe fall! I know I
enjoyed going apple picking and being able to enjoy the cool fall
weather. Despite the difficulties we are facing, it is easier than
ever to attend Kiwanis meetings and get to meet your
Sponsoring Kiwanis Club's meetings! If you do not know your
sponsoring Kiwanis Club reach out to your Lieutenant Governor
or ask myself and I will get you in contact with them! They are a
great resource to have! I love my home Kiwanis club and they
are such lovely people and have truly helped grow my passion
for this organization. Also, if anyone wants to reach out to me,
my email is @ltg13.procaccini@njkeyclub.org!
Yours in caring and service,
Renee Procaccini

A Message from your
NJKC District Governor
Sarah Jacob

Hello New Jersey District,
I hope you are all having a lovely day and enjoying the autumn season. It
has been amazing to see Key Clubs continue service as they transition into this
school year, and I am so excited to see the progress we continue to make with
Kiwanis family relations. Personally, I have been to my fair share of Kiwanis
meetings, and most recently I attended Point Pleasant Kiwanis’ school supply
packaging event. So many Key Clubbers, Circle K members, and Kiwanians united
to help their community - it was so great to participate. While we sorted out the
notebooks from the binders, and the pencils from the pens, you could see
individuals just looking to make a difference, make someone else’s day better…
This is why I encourage you to get involved with your Kiwanis family. With the
Kiwanis family, you can impact more lives for the better. All generations can
come together to share ideas, goals, and bring more positivity into the negativity
we see all around us. Continue to see how you can build relationships with your
Kiwanis counterparts. New Jersey Circle K has consistently been working with Key
Club to educate our members on college through the Key to College Webinars.
Kiwanis has provided endless amounts of advice, resources, and role models for
Key Club members as well. Together we are stronger. So the next time you want
to do some service, reach out to your fellow Kiwanis family members, and see
how you can change the world.
Yours in caring and service,
Sarah Jacob

A Message from your
NJ Circle K Governor
Kyle Lank

Hello, New Jersey Key Club!
What a crazy school year it has been so far! I hope you've found success in your
transition to virtual/hybrid learning. For those of you whom I haven't met, my name is
Kyle Lank, and I am the District Governor for New Jersey Circle K International. CKI is
the collegiate version of Kiwanis and the next step for young servant leaders after Key
Club. Our work focuses on our three tenets of service, leadership, and fellowship.
This year, we want to do our part to make sure that New Jersey Key Clubbers are
ready for college. On the second Thursday of each month, we have Key to College
Office Hours - an opportunity for Key Clubbers to work with CKI members on various
issues, including college prep, homework, or interview practice. On the last Thursday
of each month, we have a Key to College Webinar - a presentation on various
ideas/topics to prepare you for college. Our October presentation is "Time
Management 101," and will take place on October 29th at 8 pm EST. More
information on both of these events will be posted on social media!
We always want to interact and help Key Club in any way we can. If you would like us
at a club meeting or divisional event, please reach out. We're always here to help!
I look forward to meeting each of you and watching all the great things you
accomplish this year.

Yours in caring and service,
Kyle Lank

A Message from your NJ
Kiwanis Governor, Joey
Giordano

Hello New Jersey Key Club,

My Kiwanis Family journey started many years ago, when I joined the Circle K Club at Stockton
University. Little did I know that going to my first meeting and being introduced to the Kiwanis Family
would change my life in so many ways. For 4 years, I learned the fundamentals of being a servant leader
and how I could get involved and make a difference in my local community. I learned that Kiwanis is an
organization dedicated to helping all children regardless of their circumstances. An organization that
develops students into truly realizing their potential and that, as the Kiwanis family of organizations, offers
everyone a platform for truly making a positive change in the world. You may not realize it now, but many
of the things that you are doing in your Clubs and your District are preparing you for the future. Whether
it’s planning meetings and events, talking to others and working with them to achieve a common goal,
fundraising for a cause you truly believe in, or serving in an elected position, these are skills that you will
utilize in the years to come. They will prepare you for life and many of the people you have met or will
meet along your Key Club journey will stay with you for the rest of your life.
This year, it is my pleasure to serve as the 2020-2021 Governor of the New Jersey District of Kiwanis. I
have an extensive background in working with our Kiwanis Service Leadership Programs. For many years, I
have served as an advisor for my local Builders Club, Key Club, and Circle K Club, as well as a District
Committee person on the Key Leader Committee and the Circle K Committee. I am dedicated to ensuring
that our Kiwanis SLP members throughout the New Jersey District continue to have a positive and
meaningful experience. It is my number one goal as the Kiwanis Governor to make sure that all my
Kiwanians are having a positive influence on the many students they interact with. Our Kiwanians love
hearing about all the success NJ Key Club is achieving in volunteering in their communities. I want you all to
know that Kiwanis is there for you in every step of the way. This fall, many Kiwanis Clubs are looking for
new and innovative ways to help out within their communities. I want you to reach out to your local and
sponsoring Kiwanis Clubs. Tell them about your achievements and everything you have planned for the
future. Let them know about how you are making a difference and ask them to join you in your efforts.
Kiwanians are willing to help in any way that they can, you just have to remember to ask. Together, as
members of the Kiwanis Family, you can all change your communities and make a positive impact on many
people. Please let me know if there is any way that Kiwanis can help you change the world.
Yours in caring and service,
Joey Giordano

Branches of the Kiwanis Family
By Renee Procaccini

Fall Rally Recap
By Steven Yuro

Fall Rally was super successful this service year. It was held on
Sunday, October 11th from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. First, we had a
lovely speaker from UNICEF named Kelly Procida. UNICEF is one of
Key Club’s international partners. They are responsible for providing
humanitarian and developmental aid to children worldwide. Next, we
had an amazing speaker named Cecilia Zalkind from the Advocates of
Children of New Jersey. Their amazing work results in better laws and
policies, more effective funding, and stronger services for children
and families. Then we created a divisional digital poster and a chant
for our division. This was so much fun and very delightful being able
to work with fellow division members to complete a mutual goal. All
the posters came out marvelous and all the chants sounded
magnificent. Lastly, for the first half of Fall Rally, we had a 20 minute
break.

After the 20 minute break we learned about the global water
crisis thanks to the Thirst Project. We had a third fabulous
speaker named Emily Gayton who talked about the problems
of dirty water and how it is affecting people all over the world.
Then, we learned more about Alliance for a Living Ocean with
our astounding speaker Kyle Gronostajski. He talked to us
about their cause to stop ocean dumping so we can protect
our coastal environments. Lastly, there was the closing session
where we found out the winner of the contests and the spirit
stick and trident competitions. Congratulations to Divisions 2
and 14 along with all the winners of the contests. My favorite
part was making the divisional poster. It was so much fun and
made me feel closer to my division. All in all, even though we
are living through unprecedented times, Fall Rally was a
success and I really enjoyed it!

Summer Regional Training Conferences
Recap
By Grace Ferguson

The New Jersey District of Key Club International held their firstever Summer Regional Training Conference this year! This
conference, themed the ‘Roaring 20s,’ was packed with fun
workshops and useful information presented by the New Jersey Key
Club District Board and Lieutenant Governors. Taking place on
Saturday, August 22, 2020 from 10am to 2pm, this virtual event
began with an opening session to introduce many of the presenters
and preview plans for the day. Afterwards, each individual was able to
choose which workshops they wanted to attend. The first workshops
outlined the duties and responsibilities of Key Club officer positions
and general members. Workshops throughout the day included a
focus on public speaking, how to run a Key Club remotely,
recruitment and fundraising strategies, this year’s district project, and
many others. These topics not only taught participants more about
the district network of Key Club, but also of important life skills and
practices.

My personal favorite workshop was the Guide to Canva and
Promotion session. Here, the presenters were engaging and fun,
while providing practical information about how the marketing and
promotional aspects of Key Club work. They showed how they use
the website Canva in order to create posts and other illustrative
materials. This was a skill that I appreciated learning because we
often have to make creative posters and flyers for my home club.
Additionally, we learned how the New Jersey Key Club District
Instagram effectively promotes fundraisers and upcoming events
through colorful and consistent posts. I found this very interesting
and enjoyed learning from peers who had experience with these
kinds of tasks. Overall, the Summer Regional Training Conferences
were exciting and informative. I highly recommend attending a RTC
sometime soon to better yourself and your club!

Kiwanis Family Relations Livestream
Recap
By Noor Elhamouly

The Kiwanis Family Relations Live Stream hosted by NJ
Circle K began at twelve o'clock Pm on August 1st instead of
the annual picnic! Key Club’s representatives included Sarah
Jacob, Anthony Caruso and Grace Pluemacher, The District
Governor, Webmaster, and Treasurer. Our District
Administrator and Assistant District Administrator, Mr.
Acerra and Ms. Plaia. Our Key Club executives were able to
compete in a rap battle, a pickle eating contest, and an egg
roulette! NJ Circle K earned $1500 in total for the fundraiser
that was being held! It was a great experience and we hope
that you can join us next year!
District Treasurer Grace Pluemacher
describes it as “an amazing experience,
but wished that we could still hold the
picnic! But we hope that you enjoyed us
making a fool of ourselves!”

Key to College Webinars Recap
By Alyssa Cohen

The Key to College Webinar is a monthly program designed to help Key
Club members prepare for life after high school facilitated by Circle K, the
collegiate level of the Kiwanis Family. So far, there have been two webinars; both
were a complete success! They were extremely helpful, informational, and
educated a lot of Key Club members on the college process. These webinars
have benefitted so many, as many of our members are in the midst of their
college search.

The first webinar, How to Find the Right Colleges, allowed members to learn
about networking opportunities from college students including the New Jersey
Circle K Governor, Kyle Lank! As there are many different universities out there,
the information on how to find the best fit to meet your individual needs was
extremely helpful. The second webinar, College Essays 101, was timed perfectly
as many have been beginning the college essay process. This webinar featured
advice from college students, example essays of Circle K members, and a Q&A
section. This webinar was able to show people the direction to take their essays
in, what to do with their stories, and more importantly, what not to do in their
essays. Make sure you keep an eye out for their next upcoming Key to College
Webinar, as they are extremely beneficial no matter what grade of high school
you are in!

Fall Regional Training Conferences Recap
By Hannah Beck

On September 19th, 20th, and 26th, 150 attendees had a roaring good time at
the Roaring 20’s themed New Jersey Key Club Digital Fall Regional Training
Conferences! They were the last RTCs for this year, expanded with six new
workshops. During the opening session, Key Club members and non-members heard
from inspiring speakers, setting a positive outlook for the day and making an impact
for the future of the service year. Next, everyone attended various workshops to
learn about service, leadership, opportunities, and more! Workshops included: Public
Speaking, A Guide to Canva and Promotion, How to Run a Key Club Remotely & Digital
Service, District Project, Member Recruitment & Fundraising, K-Fam, as well as many
others running throughout the day. Since they were Zoom meetings, many new
bonds and friendships were made between members across the New Jersey District!
Each workshop held had valuable resources for viewers to improve themselves, as
well as providing ways for people to improve their own clubs and communities
around them!
Since I have attended almost all of the workshops over the past three RTCs, I can
definitely say the program is amazing with all of the resources and information
provided in each presentation. From this RTC, one of my favorite workshops was
Advocacy Focus, Major Emphasis, & Preferred Charities. In my school’s Key Club, we
talk about fundraising for these programs and organizations, but I never completely
knew what they were about. This workshop explained each, as well as inspired me to
advocate for and promote the various causes! The Grant & Scholarship Opportunities
and College Essays & Supplements workshops were also informational for secondary
planning. Since I am a junior and am still learning a lot about college, this was a great
opportunity to learn more and ask questions! Finally, I loved meeting new people and
hanging out with others that I had previously met through Key Club during each
workshop. Overall, each of the workshops have had a positive impact on me and the
Fall RTCs were definitely a successful event!

Service During Quarantine
By Spencer White

One of the reasons we all joined the Kiwanis family was to perform
community service, and now throughout this pandemic we have had to
adapt to virtual volunteering. Even though volunteering is now virtual
for many there are still opportunities for everyone to help out during
this service year. One great service idea is the free rice app which is
from the World Food Programme with the UN. This is a trivia app
where you earn points, and the WFP gains money from the ads that
pop when you score correctly. Each message equals a purchase of ten
grains of rice to give back to those in need. Each time you play you are
fighting against world hunger. That is just one way to continue your
service virtually, however there are many more ways.

Another way to volunteer virtually is by reaching out to your school, library,
or an organization that you're a part of to become a tutor online. Tutoring is
always important especially now with many people struggling to adapt to
remote learning. The teachers are teaching quicker due to the shorter
schedule which is hard on some of the younger kids in Elementary school to
keep up with. Helping out younger students is a great way to give back, and
see the result when they become more confident in their abilities and
succeed. Finally, a way to give back that is even more important during this
time is to help out with Project Sunshine. They have programs thanking
health care workers and telling a joke to patients in the hospitals. Being in
the hospital could be hard for people and Project Sunshine wants to make it
better for them with your help. These are just ideas for you to utilize, but if
you have other ideas continue participating in them and share them with
your club. All service projects are important, and the more people that
participate the greater the impact the project can have!

Getting Involved with the Kiwanis Family
By Rachael Hu

The Kiwanis Family is made up of individuals who are dedicated to make this
world a better place, one child and one community at a time. In addition to Key Club,
the other organizations of the Kiwanis Family include Kiwanis International, Circle K,
Aktion Club, Key Club, Builders Club, and K-Kids. Kiwanis International is composed
of adult volunteers who work together as a force of good, by developing hearts to
serve and shaping children into leaders through various fundraisers and service
projects. Circle K International is composed of passionate college students who work
together in service. Active in 19 nations, CKI makes up the world’s largest student-led
service organization of its kind. Aktion Club is composed of dedicated members who
adopt leadership roles in helping others. Aktion Club the only service club for adults
with disabilities. Builders Club is composed of middle school students who develop
leadership skills and teamwork driven by community acts of service. K-Kids is
composed of elementary school students who begin their journey of service. K-Kids
fosters strong moral character in children at a young age by providing them with the
opportunity of participating in service projects.
As a member of Key Club, you are part of this beautiful Kiwanis Family. Everyone
in this family is significant to our positive impact; all with hearts to serve this world.
Through sponsorship opportunities in Key Club, you are also presented with the
opportunity to connect your service experience with members of Aktion Club,
Builders Club, and K-Kids. After Key Club, joining Kiwanis International or Circle K
International can give you the chance to continue your Key Club experience. As a
global organization, the Kiwanis Family connects our members from all walks of life
and it’s important for Key Club to establish and maintain good relationships with
members of your Kiwanis Club— they are here to support us! Oftentimes, when you
reach out to the Kiwanis Family, they can provide your Key Club members with
opportunities, like invites or sponsorships to programs and events. For more
information, there’s a website for each of the levels of the Kiwanis Family described
above.

Key Leader
By Jayashree Balaraman

Virtual Key Leader this year will allow you to embark on a
journey to learn the concepts behind Key Leader and will
open a path to embrace your own leadership abilities.
Virtual Key Leader is written for those in grade 8-12, but
the lessons are open for all age groups. It is encouraged
that people of any ages participate. Some of the topics
emphasized through the program include personal
integrity, personal growth, respect, building community,
and pursuit of excellence. How do you register? Click on
the following link to register:
https://www.kiwanis.org/clubs/memberresources/service-leadership/key-leaderresources/virtual-key-leader. Don’t miss out on this
amazing opportunity!

District Convention
By Ashley Conant

District Convention, otherwise known as DCON, is a district
event where hundreds of Key Club members from the New
Jersey District of Key Club International come together to
enjoy a whole weekend full of fun, competition, forums,
elections, and so much more! There are so many reasons
why you should attend DCON this year! If you have not
attended one already, you should consider attending
because along with all the fun you’ll have, you’ll have the
chance to make new friends from other parts of New Jersey.
There are also a ton of informative workshops that take
place during DCON that cover a variety of topics meaning
there will be at least one that will spark your interest. No
matter what, there is something there for everyone! We
hope you can join us at this year’s New Jersey District
Convention which will take place from April 9th-11th, 2021 at
the Somerset DoubleTree Hotel in Somerset, New Jersey.

Key Club International's Preferred
Charities and Non-Profit Organizations
By Diana Dang

March of Dimes is a non-profit organization and charity started in 1938
in an effort to improve the health of mothers and babies. They aim to
prevent prematurity, birth defects, and infant mortality through
improving healthcare services. Since the 1940s, Key Club International
has helped March of Dimes by raising money through events such as
March for Babies to continue the positive impact that the March of
Dimes has created. Key Club International also advocates about topics
relating to March of Dimes such as Prematurity Awareness Month to
educate Key Clubbers and encourage them to contribute in helping the
cause.
The United Nations Children’s Fund, better known as UNICEF, is a nongovernmental organization based in New York. They work in over 190
different countries to provide rights, healthcare, education, and safe and
sanitary living conditions for children. UNICEF is also the only NGO in the
United Nations that exclusively helps children. Some well known celebrity
ambassadors of UNICEF include Selena Gomez and P!nk. As a partner, Key
Club International helps raise money through fundraising like Trick-OrTreat for UNICEF to help promote and aid this non-profit organization in
achieving their mission. Key Club International also encourages members
to join in on the conversation of how they can help take part in aiding
children as well.

Thirst Project’s goal is to put an end to the water crisis. Founded
in 2008, they work to provide underdeveloped communities
with safe and easy access to clean water. They also work to
spread awareness about the water crisis and encourage the
youth to take action. After donating, Thirst Project keeps track of
the community you have aided and updates you on the project.
Key Club International helps advocate about the water crisis
and partners with Thirst Project for the annual Thirsty 30
campaign, a 30-day fundraiser for clean water in which they also
encourage members to pledge to participate in.
Based in Salt Lake City, Utah, Children’s Miracle Network
helps raise funds for 170 member hospitals. These funds are
later used in medical research and outreach within the
community. The efforts that Children’s Miracle Network
provides 32 million treatments to kids yearly. Throughout the
partnership, Key Club International has had members work
together in sponsoring fundraising events and helping with
different service projects at local children’s hospitals. As a
bonus, Key Club International encourages individual Key
Clubs to come in contact with their local Children’s Miracle
Network and to create a partnership.

Conducting Virtual Club Meetings
By Desirae Ring

There are many benefits when it comes to conducting virtual club meetings. This year
is going to be very different due to the ongoing pandemic. Key Club has helped to make
these times a little less stressful and a lot more fun! One benefit of having virtual club
meetings is that they can help with reduced time wasting since you do not have to worry
about getting to a certain place at a certain time. There is a link you can just click on and
you’re there! You could maybe get more people to attend this way too because it is so
easy! This could easily be done from your phone if necessary. Who doesn't have their
phone on them nowadays?! The biggest pro to this is you could be in the comfort of your
own home! Many people stay in their comfy pajamas all day while meeting virtually. There
is also always the option of getting food or a beverage at your luxury! Being virtual has led
to many different opportunities these past couple months. Surprisingly, there are a lot of
unique things we can do while staying virtual. My personal club has done 2 virtual walks
so far, a photography contest, mailed out letters to kiwanis and much much more!
Virtual meetings could also relate to all of the branches of the Kiwanis Family. These
branches include K-Kids, Builders Club, Key Club International, Circle K International,
Aktion Club, and Kiwanis International. K-Kids and Builders club tend to be younger
children in elementary and middle school. Key Club International, Circle K International
and Kiwanis International are all older highschool or college kids and adults. K-Kids and
Builders club could incorporate little fun activities, but have shorter meetings, since many
kids do not have a long attention span. You could also find some way to be fun and
informational at the same time, such as watching a video, playing a game, or reading a
book. K-Kids can also tell a few things about themselves to everyone, almost like an ice
breaker. A fun thing to do with Builders Club could be breakout rooms! It would be the
same as them talking on the phone with a friend. Key Club, Circle K and Kiwanis
International could maybe have longer meetings with more information. Starting off with
an ice breaker activity, Kahoot! Game, or even watching an informational video can help
make the meeting fun and engaging! We hope you learned something about conducting
your club meetings virtually this service year!

Resources
For more information about the Kiwanis
Family, please feel free to visit the
following links to learn more information.

K-Kids

Builders' Club

Key Club

Circle K

Aktions Club

Kiwanis International
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Chair Matthew Yuro
EMAIL:
LTG11.YURO@NJKEYCLUB.ORG
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EMAIL:
LTG13.PROCACCINI@NJKEY
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NJ Key Club Governor,
Sarah Jacob
EMAIL:
GOVERNOR.JACOB@NJKEYCLUB.OR
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NJ Circle K Governor,
Kyle Lank
EMAIL:
KYLELANK.CKI@GMAIL.COM

Kiwanis International Governor,
Joey Giordano
EMAIL:
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