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Kiwanis Family Relations Committee
Welcome Letter

 

Hello everyone,

        I hope you are all doing well and getting ready for the spring
season! The Kiwanis Family Relations Committee has been hard at
work with creating strong inter-family relations between the New
Jersey District of Key Club International and the other branches of
the Kiwanis Family. We are currently in the works of executing a fun
and exciting Kiwanis Family Relations Color-Run Event in April, as
well as creating this newsletter that we are presenting to you today!
In the future, we plan on creating a Kiwanis Family Relations 
 Committee end-of-the-year celebration video, as well as working
hard to make the color-run event a huge success. We hope you
enjoy our final issue of the Kiwanis Family Relations Newsletter, and
we look forward to you learning more about the Kiwanis Family! If
you have any questions about anything mentioned in this
newsletter, please reach out to Chair Matthew Yuro at
ltg11.yuro@njkeyclub.org, or the Kiwanis Family Relations
Committee at kfamcommittee@njkeyclub.org! Thank you!

 
Yours in Caring and Service,

The Kiwanis Family Relations Committee



A Message from your Kiwanis Family
Relations Chair, Matthew Yuro

A Message from your Kiwanis Family
Relations Secretary, Renee Procaccini

 

Hello Kiwanis Family!
 

        I hope everyone is doing well and getting excited for the
spring season ahead of us! My name is Matthew Yuro, and I am
the current Chair of the Kiwanis Family Relations Committee for
the New Jersey District of Key Club International. I am very
excited to be sharing our committee's spring seasonal
newsletter with you all! I hope that while reading our newsletter,
you learn more about the Kiwanis Family, and reach out to the
different branches around your area. If you ever have any
questions about anything related to the Kiwanis Family Relations,
please feel free to reach out to me at ltg11.yuro@njkeyclub.org.
Happy reading!!

 
Yours in Caring and Service,

Matthew Yuro 

Hey K-Fam!

I hope you all have had a fantastic winter season. I know that
school will be picking up, so if it becomes overwhelming just take a
second to relax and tackle it one step at a time. Remember, mental

health is important and needs to be prioritized! If any of you are
struggling and need someone to talk to, don't be afraid to reach
out! As for K-fam, be sure to reach out to your Kiwanis clubs and
join in on a meeting. They will love to see you fill them in on what
your club is doing, trust me! Also, be sure to enter contests for

DECON and complete your AARF's! They are very important and
required so make sure to get them done! As my term comes to a

close, I want to say thank you to you all for making my term so
amazing and I will miss you all. <3  

 
Yours in Caring and Service,

Renee Procaccini



A Message from your 
NJKC District Governor 

Sarah Jacob 

 Hello New Jersey Key Clubbers,

        I hope you are having a wonderful day. As you may already know, my
name is Sarah Jacob, and I am your 2020-2021 District Governor. As the
service year is coming to a close, I have had the opportunity to reflect on
what we have accomplished during a year with so many challenges.
Specifically, with Kiwanis Family relations and growth, we have become
connected to the other branches in ways like never before. 
        With about a month left of our terms, I am excited for the upcoming
District Educational Conference, where you can meet students from
across the state and get even more involved with the Kiwanis Family. In
addition, the upcoming Color Run is an amazing opportunity to serve and
have fun in a socially distanced, safe environment. 
        Make sure to make the most of this service year. Continue to
innovate, create, and serve your homes, schools, and communities. If you
ever need anything, please reach out. I am only a text, phone call, or
email away. Thank you, Key Clubbers, for everything you all do for your
homes, schools, and communities.

Yours in Caring and Service,
Sarah Jacob

20-21 District Governor



A Message from your 
NJ Circle K Governor 

Kyle Lank 

Hello, New Jersey Key Club!

        I hope you've been able to enjoy your cold and seemingly endless winter. It'll only be a matter
of weeks before you'll hear birds chirping, see grass mowed, and turn forward your clocks. The
arrival of spring also means that we're heading towards the end of the service year. Despite coming
towards the end of the CKI service year, New Jersey CKI is still staying busy!
        On March 5th and 6th, we celebrated our 57th Annual District Convention. Although COVID
prevented us from meeting in-person, our board and Convention Committee worked tirelessly to
provide our members with the best experience possible. Over 100 people joined us for workshops,
an alumni panel, and a Governor's and Awards Banquet that celebrated the service year. Our
keynote speaker was Past International President and Rutgers alum Sujal Shah. 
        On March 21st, we will have our District WASH-A-Thon. A WASH-A-Thon is a 24-hour WASH
fundraising marathon that centers around raising money for the WASH Project. The WASH Project is
our international partnership with UNICEF to bring clean and sustainable water to Haiti. A different
board member will host each hour, and they will choose the programming. The main event is Mrs.
CKI - a competition to decide the best club member. New Jersey CKI has raised over $8,500 for the
WASH Project, but we're on pace to raise over $11,500!
        Finally, I want to take this moment to thank New Jersey Key Club for all of your support this
year. You all have welcomed us into your district with our Key to College Programs and Key to
College Office Hours. I personally want to thank you all for inviting me to events and showing an
interest in Circle K. 
        I'm excited to finish out the service year strong with the mighty New Jersey district Kiwanis
Family. Thank you all again for your tremendous support this year, and stay Jersey Fresh."

Yours in Service, Leadership & Fellowship,
Kyle Lank



A Message from your NJ
Kiwanis Governor, Joey

Giordano

Hello New Jersey Key Club,

        As the New Jersey District of Kiwanis enters the midway point of our second quarter, I wanted to
give you all an update about what has been going on within our district. Throughout the holiday
season, many of our Kiwanis Clubs stayed active and were able to help out in their communities. From
raising funds by bell ringing for the Salvation Army, collecting coats and socks to distribute as the
weather got colder, and providing gifts for children in need, Kiwanians from all over the state helped
out in many ways. With the snowy weather arriving, one Kiwanis club even held a snowman
competition for all the kids in their town. The pandemic has made many Kiwanis clubs come up with
innovative ways to stay active and they have been adapting to make a positive difference in their
communities.
        My Governor’s Project this year is “No Child Hungry” and it focuses on ensuring all the children in
our communities have access to healthy meals. There have been a number of Kiwanis projects
throughout the state that have made this an emphasis of theirs. These projects have included
collecting food for local food pantries, donating to local food banks, and raising funds to purchase and
distribute boxes of food to families in need. A focus on hunger in communities is very important right
now and New Jersey Kiwanis Clubs will continue to try to meet the needs within their communities.
        As spring approaches, many Kiwanis Clubs are starting to plan for their next events. Safety will be
their number one concern as they develop new ways to do their past projects. We have a Virtual Mid-
Winter Conference in March where our district will come together and discuss new ideas. Finally, I
want to mention that our Kiwanians love hearing about all the amazing things that NJ Key Club has
been up to in their communities. If you have the time, please think about reaching out to your local
and sponsoring Kiwanis Clubs and let them know about all your successes and everything you have
planned for the future. Let them know about how you are making a difference and ask them to join
you in your efforts. Kiwanians are willing to help in any way that they can, you just have to remember
to ask. The Kiwanis Family is a vast organization of people dedicated to making a difference and,
together, we can all truly change our communities for the better. As always, please let me know if
there is any way that Kiwanis can help you change the world.

Yours in caring and service,
Joey Giordano





Mr. CKI Competition
By Noor Elhamouly 

Mr. CKI was an event that was held on Zoom to fundraise and
bring awareness to the WASH project. The competitors had to

compete with each other to win the title of the night. The
competitors were; Kyle Lank, Taner Drexler, Ryan La, Jonathan
DellaGatta, and Steven Evans. The CKI goal for the event was
to raise $500 for the WASH project, which was successfully
completed, and also to host a fun district event that hasn't

happened in years. The WASH project is sponsored by
UNICEF, and it is their primary philanthropy that we support
at the district level. WASH stands for water, sanitation, and

hygiene and provides education, awareness, and funding to
supply clean drinking water and sanitation education to

schools and children in underdeveloped regions. CKI
Governor Kyle Lank won the night. My bets were on District

Editor Taner Drexler though. Congratulations on a successful
campaign!



Key to College Webinar Recap 
By Alyssa Cohen 

The Key to College Webinar was another success. The panel
was very kind and willing to help high school students

navigate the confusion that is college applications. The panel
walked through how they got into college, which was very

informative. They also talked about their experience and what
they found difficult about the application process. The panel
also dove into the topic of writing your college essay. They
then talked about how to find inspiration in order to create

the best essay and story. They also mentioned reading it over,
just to give them some notice. Being that they have been in

college, they talked about figuring out dorming, housing, food,
and all the other aspects that go into the college experience.
SATs and the ACTs are a big focus, which they talked about

preparing and how to study for them during the night as well.
If you are interested in coming to this event in the future,

please check out the linktree in the @njkeyclub’s Instagram
bio or reach out to your Lieutenant Governor.



Key Leader Recap 
By Ashley Conant

Last month, from February 19th to 20th, Key Clubbers
and students from across New Jersey learned what it

meant to be a servant leader. From fun icebreaker
activities to engaging presentations, Key Leader

participants opened up to one another, virtually, about
what it means to lead. Students were able to be
vulnerable in their welcoming neighborhoods, or
groups of participants led by Student Facilitators.
Overall, the virtual experience did not hinder the
bonding and fun that a traditional, in-person Key
Leader would have. Instead, it only strengthened
communication and availability of this virtualized

retreat, as well as allowed students to be creative in
how they expressed their voice and themselves. A

huge thank you to all the Kiwanians, adults, and
students who made this event possible. Key Club was

honored to be able to participate!



Kiwanis Family Relations Committee
Color-Run Event 

By Steven Yuro 

The Kiwanis Family Relations Committee is planning their first-ever
color-run event. It is going to be a day filled with tons of fun activities

and color. We will be supporting Clean Ocean Action, a non-profit
organization whose goal is to improve the degraded water quality of
the marine waters off the New Jersey/New York coast. Our event will

be taking place on Saturday, April 24th at Millstone Park in
Monmouth County, New Jersey. You should attend for a numerous

number of reasons. First, you get to support The Kiwanis Family
Relations Committee and Clean Ocean Action. Alongside, you get to
bond with your fellow Key Club member. Plus, you get sprayed with

color, who wouldn’t want that! All in all, this event is going to be a
blast and I hope you consider attending. There will be more

information coming soon. If you have any questions, please feel free
to reach out to Kiwanis Family Relations Committee Chairperson,

Matthew Yuro at ltg11.yuro@njkeyclub.org. Thank you!



District Educational Conference 
By Hannah Beck 

The NJ District Board is excited to announce that the 75th annual
DECON, or the District Educational Conference, will take place

virtually from Friday, April 9th to Sunday, April 11th. What other
opportunity do you have to elect your new District Executives, hear

from guest speaker champions, attend engaging and creative
workshops, meet and greet Key Clubbers from across New Jersey,

participate and learn more about our service partners, get
recognized for your service through awards, and MORE! Registration

this year will only be $10 a person. Each person must register
separately and may be paid by check or credit card unless otherwise

specified by your club advisor. Due to our virtual format, no
Chaperone minimums are required, and we encourage you to invite
ALL MEMBERS to attend and learn more about the wonders of Key

Club.
 

 
Registration link for the 2021 DECON:

https://fs6.formsite.com/NJKeyClub/fqwuzfjh2e/index.html.



Key Clubs and Sponsoring Kiwanis Clubs
Spreadsheet for the 2021-2022 Service Year! 

Kiwanis Family Relations Committee 
Resource Booklet

The Kiwanis Family Relations Committee is happy to
announce the publication of its’ Kiwanis Family

Relations Committee Resource Booklet attached
HERE! In this booklet, you will find all of the necessary
information to learn more about the Kiwanis Family,

such as commonly asked questions, information about
the different branches of the Kiwanis Family,

communication strategies, information about visiting
Kiwanis Club meetings, and SO MUCH MORE!! If you
have any questions, please reach out to the Kiwanis
Family Relations Committee Chairperson, Matthew

Yuro at ltg11.yuro@njkeyclub.org. Thank you!

Do you not know what Kiwanis Club
sponsors your Key Club currently? If so, then

please click HERE to access the Key Clubs
and Sponsoring Kiwanis Club Spreadsheet
for the 2021-2022 Service Year! If you have
any questions, or if there is a mistake made,

please email Kiwanis Family Relations
Committee Chairperson Matthew Yuro at

ltg11.yuro@njkeyclub.org. Thank you!

https://mcusercontent.com/2db1e8aff0796663834f5b022/files/66fb547a-f26b-4051-bcb8-c528d0660a52/Kiwanis_Family_Relations_Committee_Resource_Booklet.pdf
mailto:ltg11.yuro@njkeyclub.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PIQInMoNYowSR4wNH09Z0T1AQOA3US3IZVUATyyN1c4/edit?usp=sharing


Kiwanis Family Relations Committee
Website Announcement 

By Diana Dang 

 
Branches of the Kiwanis Family: The first tab is the Branches of
Kiwanis. This tab introduces the 6 branches of the K-family: Kiwanis
International, Circle-K, Aktion Club, Key Club, Builders Club, and Kiwanis
Kids. For each branch, a short description talking about what the
branches are, whom they are meant for, and what they offer is included.
Fall Newsletter: The second tab is the Fall Newsletter. The tab
redirects you to our November 2020 Newsletter. The newsletter itself
offers plenty of messages from people such as Sarah Jacob, our NJKC
District Governor. It also includes additional resources and recaps
important events such as Fall Rally.
Summer Newsletter: The third tab is the Summer Newsletter. This tab
leads you to our July 2020 Newsletter. Just like the November 2020
Newsletter, many messages are shown from important people and
additional resources are displayed. Highlights of this newsletter include
Community Service Projects from this past year from the Kiwanis Family
and How to Start a Branch of the Kiwanis Family Near You.
Color Run: The fourth tab is the Color Run. This tab redirects you to an
interest form for our upcoming Color Run. Currently, the form is no
longer accepting responses.



Commonly Asked Questions
By Spencer White 

Asking questions is never a bad thing, and here is the answer to four common
questions people have about the Kiwanis family!

 
Who can join the Kiwanis Family?

People of all ages can join the Kiwanis family. It starts with the K-Kids, then Builders Club for
middle schoolers, Key Club for high schoolers, Circle K for college students, and finally Kiwanis
International for adults. These clubs encompass all ages and allow us to continue through the

club even after we graduate from one. 
 

Where can you find more information about the Kiwanis family?
Each branch of the family has its website that you could find online or at the end of this

newsletter on the resources page. From the website provided on the resource page, you will be
able to find more information to help you become more involved in the Kiwanis Family.
Additionally, each branch of the Kiwanis Family has its social media accounts as well.

 
What are the New Jersey Key Club’s big projects this year?

This year, the New Jersey District Board is putting their advocacy focus on mental health
awareness - with an emphasis on Anxiety Awareness and Associated Disorders. New Jersey Key

Club wants to help spread awareness, and lower the stigma related to mental health. The
District Project for the 2020-2021 service year is Keeping the Garden State Green. This is

about emphasizing protecting Earth’s ecosystem and encouraging sustainable practices. Key
clubbers this year are performing activities to help protect the environment which includes

beach cleanups.
 

How can we continue to complete our community service during a pandemic?
Many of our community service opportunities have been put on hold this year, but there are
still many ways in which we can contribute virtually or safely.  My favorite service idea is the
free rice app which is from the World Food Program with the UN. This is a trivia app where

you earn points, where the WFP gains money from the ads that pop when you score correctly.
Each message equals a purchase of ten grains of rice to give back to those in need. Each time
you play you are fighting against world hunger, and helping others in need. The app is a fun

way to contribute, and give back while still having fun.
 

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to reach out to Kiwanis Family Relations
Committee Chairperson, Matthew Yuro at ltg11.yuro@njkeyclub.org and Secretary Renee

Procaccini at ltg13.procaccini@njkeyclub.org. Thank you!



Key Club International's Preferred
Charities and Non-Profit Organizations

Based in Salt Lake City, Utah, Children’s Miracle Network helps raise
funds for 170 member hospitals. These funds are later used in

medical research and outreach within the community.  The efforts
that Children’s Miracle Network provides 32 million treatments to

kids yearly. Throughout the partnership, Key Club International has
had members work together in sponsoring fundraising events and

helping with different service projects at local children’s hospitals. As
a bonus, Key Club International encourages individual Key Clubs to
come in contact with their local Children’s Miracle Network and to

create a partnership.

March of Dimes is a non-profit organization and charity started in 1938
in an effort to improve the health of mothers and babies. They aim to

prevent prematurity, birth defects, and infant mortality through
improving healthcare services. Since the 1940s, Key Club International
has helped March of Dimes by raising money through events such as

March for Babies to continue the positive impact that the March of
Dimes has created. Key Club International also advocates topics relating

to March of Dimes such as Prematurity Awareness Month to educate
Key Clubbers and encourage them to contribute to helping the cause.

The United Nations Children’s Fund, better known as UNICEF, is a non-
governmental organization based in New York. They work in over 190

different countries to provide rights, healthcare, education, and safe and
sanitary living conditions for children. UNICEF is also the only NGO in the
United Nations that exclusively helps children. Some well-known celebrity
ambassadors of UNICEF include Selena Gomez and P!nk. As a partner, Key

Club International helps raise money through fundraising like Trick-Or-
Treat for UNICEF to help promote and aid this non-profit organization in

achieving its mission. Key Club International also encourages members to
join in on the conversation of how they can help take part in aiding children

as well.

Thirst Project’s goal is to put an end to the water crisis. Founded in
2008, they work to provide underdeveloped communities with safe and
easy access to clean water. They also work to spread awareness about
the water crisis and encourage the youth to take action. After donating,

Thirst Project keeps track of the community you have aided and
updates you on the project. Key Club International helps advocate the
water crisis and partners with Thirst Project for the annual Thirsty 30

campaign, a 30-day fundraiser for clean water in which they also
encourage members to pledge to participate in.



Aktions Club
 

Kiwanis International
 

Resources
For more information about the Kiwanis

Family, please feel free to visit the

following links to learn more information.

K-Kids
 

Builders' Club
 

Key Club
 

Circle K
 

https://aktionclub.org/Home.aspx
https://www.kiwanis.org/
https://kiwaniskids.org/en/KKids/Home.aspx
https://www.buildersclub.org/Home.aspx
https://www.keyclub.org/
https://www.circlek.org/


Contact Information:

Secretary Renee Procaccini
E M A I L :

L T G 1 3 . P R O C A C C I N I @ N J K E Y C L U B . O R G

NJ Circle K Governor,
Kyle Lank

E M A I L :

K Y L E L A N K . C K I @ G M A I L . C O M

Chair Matthew Yuro
E M A I L :

L T G 1 1 . Y U R O @ N J K E Y C L U B . O R G

NJ Key Club Governor, 
Sarah Jacob

E M A I L :

G O V E R N O R . J A C O B @ N J K E Y C L U B . O R G

Kiwanis International Governor, 
Joey Giordano 

E M A I L :

K I W A N I S J O E Y G @ G M A I L . C O M


