
 High school course loads are expected to be more
rigorous than ever, and standardized test score ranges are
continuously increasing. An enormous amount of pressure

and strain are being placed on students, yet this
trepidation is comparatively intensified for low-income

students. 
 

Low-income school districts are oftentimes underfunded,
giving students an inherent disadvantage. The

consequences of this are evident in standardized test
scores and educational reports. This divide contrasts those
of most other developed regions, like Europe and Asia, in
which public schools are funded centrally and equally. In
the United States, the wealthiest 10% of school districts

spend a drastic 10 times more than the poorest 10%. The
poorest districts have the highest concentration of low-
income and minority students living in central cities and

rural areas.

Over the past few years, the college admissions
process has become more competitive than ever.
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Recent studies have also shown that not only do funding
systems allocate fewer resources to poorer districts but

within these schools, low-income students are provided with
fewer “instructional resources” than their more privileged

classmates. Considering that quality education is the key to
job success, the implications of these findings are extremely

saddening. 
 

Not only are low-income students disadvantaged in terms of
education quality, but they also may not have access to

advantageous resources that their wealthier peers do, like
private tutoring, SAT prep, and college counselors.

Additionally, less affluent students may have more familial
and work responsibilities that would prevent them from

participating in the extracurriculars that colleges look for. 
 

Combined, these factors give low-income students a
massive disadvantage in the college admissions process. To
address this, the distribution of school funding needs to be

scrutinized, on the local, state, and federal levels.
Additionally, colleges should be urged to consider these
disadvantages when making admission decisions. Public
universities should be especially encouraged to do this,

considering that they are primarily government-funded. 
 

The 2022-2023 NJKC District Project: Education is the Key
aims to combat similar types of educational disparities in

New Jersey, and to increase access to quality education for
students of all ages and backgrounds. To learn more about

the District Project, and the steps that NJKC is taking to
address this issue, please visit our district Instagram and

Website, or reach out to your Lieutenant Governor.


