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As recently as 20 years ago, the United States was ranked number one in
the world for its leading education system that surpassed every other
country in the world. Yet, as many are surprised to hear, our current
educational position on the global scale has fallen to the frightening level
of number 27. So the question becomes, why and when did our
educational system fall to such an inferior level, leaving our population's
youngest and most vulnerable at a severe deficit? The answer to this
question has many complex layers, whether they be systematic, cultural,
or political, yet one thing is certain: our current educational crisis must
be corrected for the sake of generations to come.
One of the most perturbing byproducts of the decline in quality
education can be seen through the truly startling literacy rates here in US
schools. According to Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona,
"Generations of inequity have left far too many students without
equitable access to high-quality, inclusive learning opportunities." This
unequal and inaccessible form of education only deepens the depth of
educational incompetence throughout this country. Current statics show
that out of three of our nation's children aren't proficient readers, and
reading across the states has rapidly declined to inexcusable levels.
Along with this, many around the country and beginning to question
exactly where the trillions of dollars are going if not for the betterment of
our educational system. The United States currently has one of the
highest expenditures in the world allotted to education needs. This past
year alone, the US spent nearly $764.7 billion on educational ventures. To
put this into perspective, the US spends roughly the same amount on
military expenses! Moreover, experts have noticed this decline has been
shown to be solely confined to the United States, as international
students from around the world have been found to find US courses
much easier than the classes within their home countries.
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Another factor currently putting our educational system in turmoil is,
of course, the Covid19 pandemic. From March 2020, when all our
schools suddenly shifted into virtual learning, the decline was
accented even further. Factors such as productivity and motivation
sank to the lowest levels, yet others like depression and school
dropouts seemed to swell. School administrators and educational
professionals also lost an entire year of standardized testing scores
and assessment data relating to students of all ages. Along with this,
students, parents, and educators alike grappled with the difficult
questions regarding safety and returning back to school in person
amidst a whirlwind of health concerns and risks. Since the spring of
2020, our literacy rate has dropped to the lowest ever seen in the
United States. Additionally, students in lower-income areas saw an
even more significant drop in literacy and basic knowledge rates. As
recorded by Tiffany P Hogan, a director for speech and language
literacy, 60 percent of students in high poverty districts are now at
an even higher likelihood of lacking basic reading skills. This
alarming number is twice its pre-pandemic statistics.
The United States has seen its biggest drop in education, from the
most distinguished standing on the world stage to our current
inadequate educational instruction. As a student-based organization,
Key Club has decided to direct its 2022-2023 District Project
"Education is Key" in the realms of learning and education. We aim to
highlight and combat these instructional barriers and tear down the
obstacles that stand in the way of quality education for all.
If your Key Club chooses to hold an event related to the district
project this year, make sure to fill out this form to let everyone know
of your achievement!
https://forms.gle/F23rBP53FiFYSUuz6

